l36           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
Moreover, if heavenly life is to be earned by individual
effort, equal chances must be given to all. But we see that
it is not so when men are born differently with different
powers, capacities and opportunities and amid different
circumstances and environments, one a savage, an imbecile
or a congenital criminal, and another endowed with good
tendencies and favourable opportunities. Nor can it be
that little is expected from the one and much from the
other, for it would be but an admission that this life is
needless and that it is right that the one should pass here
a life of ignorance and pain, and the other of refinement
and pleasure, and yet both reap the same result. Nor will
it do to say that the one receives a higher seat in the
heaven-world, because of his greater difficulties here, for
then the other may demand that he, too, should receive an
equal chance to reach the highest.
All these problems seem difficult to solve, but the
theory of reincarnation makes everything readily intelli-
gible.
Take a savage without mind or morals who finds
his own wife the most convenient thing for dinner, eats his
parents when they are no longer useful and his own
children because they are not yet useful; he murders, he
robs, he drinks, and is eventually killed by one stronger
than himself. Is that narrow brutal life all that the
world has to give him, the world which to some is so fair,
marvellous and full of beauty ? What is to become of him
on the other side of death ? He cannot be sent to heaven,
yet it is hardly fair to send him to hell.
Now look at him in the light of reincarnation. After
his physical body is struck away and he goes to the inter-
mediate world, he discovers that those he killed are all
living, and that not having forgotten the past they have a.

